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Item 9: Enhancing the participation of Indigenous Peoples in the United Nations

Madam Chair,

Distinguished members of the Expert Mechanism, Excellencies, Indigenous representatives,
ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of the Chagossian people.

The experience of the Chagossians demonstrates that the participation of Indigenous
Peoples in the United Nations remains too limited and too often comes too late.

For more than sixty years, decisions have been made about our exile, our homeland and our
future without our meaningful participation. We were not consulted before our forced
removal from our islands. We were excluded from decisions about our resettlement and our
political future. Most recently, we were not meaningfully involved in the negotiations
between the United Kingdom and Mauritius that resulted in the 2025 Agreement concerning
our homeland.

After the agreement was signed, United Nations human rights experts expressed grave
concern that the treaty had been concluded without the meaningful participation of the
Chagossian people and did not adequately protect our rights, including our right of return,
our cultural rights and our right to effective remedies. We welcome those important
statements. However, Indigenous voices should not be heard only after decisions have been
taken. They must be included from the very beginning of every process.

Our experience also raises important questions about international institutions. Decisions
affecting Indigenous Peoples should not be made by international courts, tribunals or
intergovernmental bodies without mechanisms that ensure Indigenous participation
whenever their rights and territories are directly at issue.



We therefore respectfully call upon the Human Rights Council and the wider United Nations
system to ensure that Indigenous Peoples have a permanent, meaningful and effective voice
throughout all decision-making processes—not as observers on the margins, but as rights
holders whose participation is essential to achieving justice.

Finally, we wish to acknowledge organisations such as Human Rights Watch, whose
consistent support for the rights and self-determination of the Chagossian people has
helped ensure that our voices continue to be heard.

Thank you, Madam Chair.



