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Dis8nguished members of the Expert Mechanism, Excellencies, representa8ves of the 
United Kingdom and Mauri8us, Indigenous delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 

Thank you for allowing the Chagossian people to address this session. 

Today we respecNully appeal to the Governments of the United Kingdom and Mauri8us to 
place the human rights of the Chagossian people at the very centre of the decolonisa8on 
process. 

For decades, our people have been excluded from decisions concerning our homeland. We 
were not meaningfully involved in the nego8a8ons that led to the 2025 Agreement, despite 
the fact that it will shape our future. We remain without a guaranteed right of return to all 
of our islands, including Diego Garcia, while compensa8on, development opportuni8es and 
reseTlement arrangements remain uncertain and largely dependent on decisions taken 
without our full par8cipa8on. 

As a Chagossian community organiser, I see every day how our community con8nues to 
preserve its culture, support one another and pass our iden8ty on to younger genera8ons 
despite decades of displacement. This reminds us that Indigenous rights are not only about 
territory. They are also about protec8ng our language, tradi8ons, heritage, culture and our 
connec8on to our ancestors. 

Half of the Chagossian diaspora lives outside Mauri8us, yet there are no guarantees that all 
Chagossian communi8es will be fairly represented in future decision-making. At the same 
8me, neither the United Kingdom nor Mauri8us fully recognises our dis8nct status as an 
Indigenous people, placing our iden8ty, culture and collec8ve rights at further risk. 

We welcome the concerns already expressed by United Na8ons human rights experts, who 
stated that Chagossians were not meaningfully consulted and called for a human rights-



based approach that guarantees our right of return, effec8ve remedies, repara8ons and the 
protec8on of our cultural rights. Those recommenda8ons deserve to be fully implemented. 

We therefore urge the United Kingdom and Mauri8us to establish equitable, transparent 
and representa8ve mechanisms through which Chagossians from across the global diaspora 
can par8cipate meaningfully in every decision affec8ng our future. 

Finally, we respecNully ask the United Na8ons to monitor the implementa8on of the 
decolonisa8on process to ensure that it delivers not only territorial jus8ce between States, 
but jus8ce for the Indigenous people whose homeland is at its heart. 

Thank you. 


