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Madam Chair, 

Dis9nguished members of the Expert Mechanism, representa9ves of the United Na9ons 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, members of the Treaty Bodies, Excellencies, Indigenous delegates, ladies and 
gentlemen, 

Thank you for giving the Chagossian people the opportunity to contribute to this important 
dialogue. 

The United Na9ons Declara9on on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples establishes clear 
principles that should guide every decision affec9ng Indigenous Peoples. Sadly, the 
experience of the Chagossian people demonstrates what happens when those principles are 
not respected. 

Our people were never consulted before being forcibly removed from our homeland. We 
were excluded from decisions concerning our exile, our reseRlement and our poli9cal 
future. Most recently, we were not meaningfully involved in the nego9a9ons between the 
United Kingdom and Mauri9us that determined the future of our islands. 

The principle of free, prior and informed consent, which lies at the heart of the Declara9on, 
has not been respected in our case. Nor have our rights to par9cipate in decisions affec9ng 
our lands, territories, culture and future been adequately protected. Although the recent 
agreement represents an important step in resolving a dispute between states, the principal 
beneficiary is Mauri9us. The Indigenous people of the Chagos Archipelago remain without a 
guaranteed right of return to all of their homeland, without adequate repara9ons and 
without meaningful influence over decisions that will shape their future. 



 

We are encouraged by the concerns expressed by United Na9ons human rights experts and 
by organisa9ons such as Human Rights Watch, which have consistently called for a human 
rights-based approach centred on the Chagossian people. 

We therefore respecZully urge all Member States and United Na9ons bodies to move 
beyond endorsing the Declara9on in principle and to ensure that its provisions are applied 
consistently in prac9ce. Indigenous rights must be embedded in every stage of decision-
making—from local communi9es to interna9onal nego9a9ons—so that no Indigenous 
people is ever again excluded from decisions about its own homeland. 

Thank you, Madam Chair. 

 

 


