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Item 3: Study and advice on the rights of Indigenous Peoples in conflict and post-conflict
situations

Madam Chair,

Distinguished members of the Expert Mechanism, Excellencies, Indigenous representatives,
ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you for giving the Chagossian people the opportunity to contribute to this important
discussion.

Although the Chagossians have never been parties to an armed conflict, we have suffered
the lasting consequences of militarisation. We were forcibly removed from our homeland to
make way for a military base that has become strategically important to powerful states.
Today, despite the process of decolonisation, we remain excluded from Diego Garcia and
continue to bear the consequences of decisions made without our participation.

Our people have never been given a meaningful voice in determining how our homeland is
used for military purposes, and the new arrangements between the United Kingdom and
Mauritius do not change that reality. We remain concerned that Diego Garcia may continue
to place our homeland at the centre of international tensions while we, its Indigenous
people, remain excluded from decisions affecting our future.

The Chagossian people have also yet to receive adequate restitution or reparations for our
displacement. Forced exile deprived us not only of our homes but also of our livelihoods,
culture and identity. Indigenous Peoples cannot flourish without access to their ancestral
lands. The principle of free, prior and informed consent must apply equally where military
interests are involved.

We also believe that Chagossians should play a central role in the environmental
stewardship of our homeland, including marine conservation and environmental restoration



projects, recognising that Indigenous knowledge and custodianship are essential to
protecting these unique islands.

We respectfully urge the Expert Mechanism to reaffirm that security and military interests
can never justify the permanent exclusion of Indigenous Peoples from their ancestral lands
or the denial of their fundamental human rights.

Thank you, Madam Chair.



