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Madam Chair, 

Dis8nguished members of the Expert Mechanism, Excellencies, Indigenous representa8ves, 
ladies and gentlemen, 

Thank you for giving the Chagossian people the opportunity to contribute to this discussion. 

The experience of the Chagossian people demonstrates that Indigenous rights cannot be 
fully protected if Indigenous Peoples are excluded from the interna8onal processes that 
determine the future of their lands, territories and resources. 

Our homeland has been the subject of decisions by governments and interna8onal tribunals 
without our meaningful par8cipa8on. The sovereignty of our islands, the management of 
our seas and our future have all been debated and decided while the Indigenous people 
themselves have remained largely unheard. We respecLully submit that this should never 
happen again—not to the Chagossians, nor to any Indigenous people. 

We therefore urge the Human Rights Council to ensure that Indigenous par8cipa8on is 
embedded within all interna8onal decision-making processes that affect Indigenous Peoples, 
including proceedings before interna8onal judicial bodies where Indigenous rights may be 
directly affected. 

We also ask the Human Rights Council to inves8gate the con8nuing denial of our right to live 
in our homeland. Chagossians remain prohibited from returning to Diego Garcia, while 
others are permiSed to live and work there on renewable contracts. We con8nue to await 
adequate repara8ons and res8tu8on for our forced displacement and the loss of our 
homeland. 



Finally, we respecLully recommend that the United Na8ons establish an ongoing mechanism 
to monitor the implementa8on of the 2025 Agreement between the United Kingdom and 
Mauri8us, ensuring that the process of decolonisa8on also fulfils the human rights, cultural 
rights and Indigenous rights of the Chagossian people. 

Our hope is that no Indigenous people will again find their future decided without their 
voice, their par8cipa8on and their free, prior and informed consent. 

Thank you, Madam Chair. 

 


