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2. Chagossian Voices

Established in Autumn 2020 with members of existing groups (Chagossian Women’s Welfare,
Chagossian Elderly Support Group, Chagos Welfare Association, Chagossian Cultural Group)

We are a member of the UK Government’s Chagossian Contact group-set up after the signing of
the deal- and correspond with and meet FCDO officials. CV advocates in person in the UK
Parliament and the UN, also through correspondence and the press.

CV is non-political, working in the interests of Chagossians, not the nation states.

Purpose: to be a platform for all Chagossians, to advocate for the community; to provide
information for the Chagossian Community, to support the community

Recent activities:

Resolving citizenship problems (Nationality and Borders Act)

Campaigning for health, wellbeing , education for the community

Release the £40 million package (2016) to the benefit of the community

Campaign for Chagossian indigeneity and self-determination

Campaign for a right of return and restorative justice

Challenging the current Agreement and to make it work to the benefit of Chagossians



Chagos Archipelago

Main islands: DIEGO GARCIA, PEROS BANHOS, SALAMON
Now known as BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORY

Islands are about 2,000 km northeast of Mauritius



5. Location of the Chagos Islands
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5. Chagos chronology

Late 18thc - slave plantation created by France; administered alongside Seychelles, Mauritius, Reunion
1810 Became a British Colony (administered from Mauritius and later the Seychelles)

1965 British Indian Ocean Territory created for defence purposes

1968 Mauritius independence

1971 BIOT Ordinance - forbidding return to the territory

1973 Final removal of remaining population (to Seychelles and Mauritius)

2000 High Court overturns BIOT Ordinance forbidding return

l2J(I)<0§ B(iti§h Overseas Territories Act —partial granting of UK citizenship to * Chagossians (migration to
egins

2004 Ordinance forbidding return reinstated
2016 Government decides against resettlement of the islands: £40 million support package allocated

2019 International Court at the Hague Advisory Opinion in favour of Mauritian sovereignty of the Chagos
Islands

2022 Nationality and Borders Act: Chagossian amendment grants British citizenship to all of
Chagossian Descent

2025 Sovereignty Agreement between Mauritius and the UK
2026 UK Legislation and the Agreement paused following intervention of US President
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9. Removal from the islands
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10. Arrival and life in Mauritus and the Seychelles

* Migration took place between 1968 and 1973

* Chagossians arrived as outsiders from distant islands

* Victims of racial discrimination and racism

* Nothing prepared for their arrival in Mauritius and the Seychelles

* Lived in poverty; high unemployment and ethnic barriers to
employment

* Compensation initially withheld By Mauritian Government
* Seychellois received no compensation
* Protests and sit-ins: Chagossians arrested and beaten



11. Living conditions for Chagossians iIn
Roche Bis, Port Louis
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12. Marginalisation and protest in Mauritius

.




14. British Overseas Territories Act 2002 —
Relocation to the UK

* As British Overseas Territory Citizens, Chagossians born on the
Islands and their children (born between 1969 and 1983) were

granted right of abode in the UK and a right to apply for full UK
citizenship
* This was the beginning of Chagossian migration to the UK



17. Chagossians are an Indigenous People

We are not “Mauritians of
Chagossian origin™



Chagossians are an indigenous people
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The UK knew there was a permanent population and lied
to the world

SECRET Y
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No, 436
10 November, 1965 D. 1711 10 November, 1965.
IMMEDT ATE

SECRET
BUILD

Addressed to UKMIS New York telegram No, L3561 of 10 November
Repeated for information to:- Washington [Immediate]

Your telegram No. 2837 [of 8 November].

Indian Ocean Islands.

want toc avoid the territory being classes as non-self-gov
within the—terms—of ChEPter—¥i—-and—=3s6 4O NOL WiSh tO give an
argument to the Argentine over the Falkland Islands and also to
some extent to Spain over Gibraltar.

2. Figures of total population are given in Parliamentary o
Answen, (My telegram No. 4327%) They can all be classified as:
Mauritians or Seychellois but we know that a few were born on
Diego Garcie and perhaps some of the other Islands and sc were
their perents before them. We cannot therefore assert that there
are no permanent inhabitants however much this would have been

to our advantage.

3, In these circumstances we think it would be best to avoid
gll references-to-'permanent inhabitents®”. We are accordingly
erranging that in place of the guidance i paragiaph 2(h) of our
telegram No. 4327 on population the following will be used in
answer to questions by the Press in London:-

Begins,

"The total population in all the Islends numbers only
ebout 1,500 persons who, epert from & rew officials and
estate managers, consist of labourers from Mauritius
and Seychelles employed on copra estates, guano extrac-
tion, and the turtle industry together with their
dependants."

Ends.

/%. If questioned
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20. KPMG Feasability Study for Resettlement
2014-2015

£40 million Support Package 2016

“Improve the lives of Chagossians where they
live”



21.1CJ 2019: Legal Consequences of the
Separation of the Chagos Archipelago from
Mauritius in 1965

* 2019 Advisory opinion at the International Court of Justice

* Ina 13-1 ruling (with only Judge Joan Donoghue dissenting), the
Court deemed the United Kingdom's separation of the Chagos
Islands from Mauritius in 1965, when both were British colonial
territories, to be unlawful and found that the United Kingdom is
obliged to end "its administration of the Chagos Islands as rapidly
as possible."



The Question to the court

* (a) Was the process of decolonization of Mauritius lawfully
completed when Mauritius was granted independence in 1968,
following the separation of the Chagos Archipelago from Mauritius and
having regard to international law, including obligations reflected in
General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,

2066 (XX) of 16 December 1965, 2232 (XXI) of 20 December 1966 and
2357 (XXII) of 19 December 19677;

(b) What are the consequences under international law, including
obligations reflected in the above-mentioned resolutions, arising from
the continued administration by the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland of the Chagos Archipelago, including with respect
to the inability of Mauritius to implement a programme for the

resettlement on the Chagos Archipelago of its nationals, in
particular those of Chagossian origin?




The international court of justice

No consultation with the whole community for consent about the ICJ
case (CRG decision ONLY)

Inalienable indigenous rights of the Chagossians overshadowed by that
of the Mauritians right to self-determination and the decolonisation
process

Chagossians referred to as ‘Mauritians of Chagossians origin’(erasing
identity)

Pre-recorded testimony which has weight in the ruling (Veracity?/ No
reference to the complicity and ill-treatment of Mauritius)

Only a handful of Chagossians attended the ICJ (Mr. Bancoultis a
nominated chairperson by the Mauritian Prime Minister) and the other
participants were board members of the Chagossian Welfare Fund, a
body under the Prime Minister’s office)

If the right to self-determination belongs to Mauritius, why take the
above-mentioned Chagossians to the ICJ and not some Mauritians?



24. The Nationality and Borders Bill 2022

The Chagossian Amendment



Mauritius No. 1 (2025)

Agreement

between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the Government of the Republic of Mauritius
concerning the Chagos Archipelago including Diego Garcia

London and Port Louis, 22 May 2025



26. Main points of the UK/Mauritius agreement

Mauritius Becomes Sovereign over all islands
Diego Garcia Base continues to operate

Mauritius keeﬁs key powers such as environmental protection, natural
resources, fisheries, and civil matters.

Mauritius will create a Marine Protected Area and cooperate with the UK on
conservation and ocean protection.

Mauritius may organise resettlement on all islands except Diego Garcia,
following its laws, but a right of return is not guaranteed, and Diego Garcia will
not be resettled.

The UK handles security on the Base; Mauritius has jurisdiction over its
nationals and non-Base visitors.

Mauritius and the UK will jointly oversee implementation through a Joint
Commission.

Mauritian development on the islands needs UK agreement

The Agreement lasts 99 years with options to extend and processes for
resolving disagreements



27/. Financial Package

* The Agreement includes a large financial package:

* * Mauritius receives major long-term economic benefits: annual
payments and 25 years of development funding.

* « Chagossians receive a single £40 million Trust Fund, which Mauritius
will manage.

* ¢ The Trust Fund is the only direct financial benefit dedicated
specifically to Chagossians.

* No money is allocated for resettlement
* There is currently no independent oversight of the Trust fund

* Thereis noguarantee that the the whole Chagossian diaspora will be
represented or will benefit



31. Why do we oppose this treaty?

* It does not guarantee a right of return

* Chagossians did not take part in the negotiations and did not give their consent —it denies
Chagossians any degree of self-determination

|t forbids areturn to Diego Garcia

* The trust fund will be run by Mauritius without independent oversight or Chagossian control
from across the diaspora

. Therﬁ are no reparations for Chagossians and the financial benefits for Chagossians are
sma

* Mauritius does not recognize Chagossians in its constitution: Chagossians are simply
Mauritians for them.

 Chagossians outside Mauritius (more than half of the diaspora) will likely be excluded
from benefits

* What about the pristine environment, the MPA and our relationship to it?



32. UK-Mauritius Agreement on the Chagos Archipelago
paused (i)

22 May 2025
UK and Mauritius sign the "Agreement concerning the Chagos Archipelago including Diego Garcia"
A 4

* Agreement requires BOTH countries to complete their domestic legal procedures before it can enter
into force.

- Vv

 UKintroduces the Diego Garcia Military Base and British Indian Ocean Territory Bill

Purpose of the Bill:

* ¢ End UK sovereignty over the British Indian Ocean Territory in UK law
e Enable implementation of the Treaty
* Preserve operation of the UK-US military base on Diego Garcia

e Make consequential nationality and constitutional changes



UK-Mauritius Agreement on the Chagos
Archipelago paused (ii)

* V Bill passes through House of Commons

* V Billreaches final stages in House of Lords

* Political circumstances change in Washington

* President Donald Trump withdraws support for the Agreement, despite earlier indications of US approval
* UK Government pauses implementation while seeking renewed US agreement

* Parliament is prorogued before legislation is completed

e Billfalls
* Result today:

o Agreement remains signed

* o Jreaty has NOT entered into force

« o UKlaw has NOT been changed

e e British Indian Ocean Territory continues to exist in UK law



34. Chagossians arrive on lle du Colin

* February 2026 -A small group of Chagossians travel to Ile du Coin
(Peros Banhos Atoll) without BIOT permits.

» UK authorities issue removal notices, stating their presence Is
unlawful.

* March 2026 - BIOT Supreme Court rules: v The group entered
BIOT illegally v A permit is still legally required v BUT the removal
notices were unlawful because they were issued under an invalid
constitutional restriction. The Court quashes the removal notices.
The Chagossians remain on Ile du Coin while their permit
applications and legal rights are reconsidered.

* UK Government appeals. Court of Appeal hearing: 15-17 July
2026.



35. What next?

* [tis unclear if the Bill will be revived. If itis - the Agreement
remains a poor one for Chagossians

* If it passes Mauritius will have power and responsibility for all
Chagossians, but only half of the diaspora live there

e Mauritius can settle whoever it likes on the islands

* If the Billis dropped, Chagossians remain excluded from their
homeland —status quo is not a solution

* We await the judgement of the BIOT Supreme Court appeal and
perhaps eventually the Privy Council



36. Our Vision

* Right to return to all the islands

* Right to determine our own future

* Right to live as Chagossians on our islands
* Right to reparations and restorative justice
* Right to self-determination

* Right to development

* Right to pursue our own way of life

* Right to practise and develop our own culture
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