
Abstract – Jean Francois Nellan 
 
Chagossians must decide their own future 
 
I am a 3rd generation Chagossian born in Mauritius and living in the UK. My grandparents 
were born on the islands and were taken off the islands on the Nordvaer. I became more 
aware of being Chagossian in the UK and participating in the Heritage Visits to the islands I 
came to the UK as a student paying full international student fees as Chagossian ancestry 
didn’t provide citizenship rights. I had to get out of Mauritius, where opportunities were 
limited. I became involved with Chagossian voices in 2020 after the heritage visit as I 
thought Chagossians should be able to work on island. I am also a trustee of the Chagos 
Conservation Trust, as I believe the protection of the Chagos Islands is of benefit to the 
whole world as well as the Chagossian community 
The Chagos Islands have never been Mauritian, and the islands should not go to Mauritius. 
They have been British since 1814 and all Chagos Islanders are British Overseas territory 
citizens. Chagossians were never consulted concerning their future -from exile up to now. 
Unfortunately, the Chagossians have always been represented by a group with strong 
affiliations to the Mauritian government – they are not representative of all Chagossians – 
and the world always hears from the same individual and small group. Mauritius has never 
said they are willing to resettle the Chagossian community on the islands. They have said 
they will lease the island to US but nothing about resettlement. The truth is Mauritius 
cannot financially support the islands and will therefore be doing it for financial gain 
through leasing, licensing, and sales. Let’s be honest: Mauritius has sold the Chagos islands 
in the past!! They are doing it now with Agalega.  
Chagossians were not well treated in Mauritius – Chagossians have been second class 
citizens, marginalised and in poverty. We are not “Mauritians of Chagossian origin” as the 
International Court would have the world believe. – we are Chagossians, not Mauritians – 
Chagossians were brought from Africa and Madagascar. They are different by culture, 
language, lifestyle, food. Furthermore, the Chagossians from the Seychelles are not covered 
by this concept of ‘Mauritian’ Chagossians 
Chagossians must have self-determination. India is already meddling in Mauritian politics 
and internal affairs and have secured themselves territory (Agalega) for their military. 
International organisations should listen to Chagossians and allow Chagossian self-
determination. As for decolonisation – Mauritius is a mini colonial power and has always 
behaved as such towards Chagossians. Chagossians have had no say- Chagossians should 
decide. 
Structures are needed for Chagossian representation and Chagossians need support to set 
up such structures – need to listen to more groups. 
How will Mauritius look after the environment? Their record is appalling.  Many 
environmental groups are worried about this. Many incidents where container vessels off 
the radar - corruption and incompetence. 
 


